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clearer relief the character and opinions of a remarkable man,
with whom we have been already concerned.

Among the suspected persons in England was a gentleman
named Bell, who was known to be on intimate terms with
Arthur O'Connor. His letters were seized or intercepted, and
the Duke of Portland was startled to find among them a corre-
spondence from General Knox. The letters are not disclosed,
but they showed that Knox was a warm friend both of Bell and of
Arthur O'Connor; and it is evident from the description of them
that he had written with perfect candour, and had expressed
very fully his contempt for the men and the system of govern-
ment that prevailed in Ireland. Knox, from his connections,
his abilities, and his military command, was one of the most
important persons in Ulster. He had been largely employed by
the Government in drawing up plans for the defence of the
province, and we have seen, from his letters to Pelham, how
intimate he at one time was with the Chief Secretary, and how
ready he was to counsel the most drastic measures of repression.
Portland asked with dismay, whether this distinguished general
was among the traitors ?1

Camden wrote two letters on the subject, which appear
to me very interesting and significant, and quite consistent
with the letters of Knox, which the reader has already
perused. He in the first place expressed, in the strongest
terms, his perfect confidence in the integrity of Knox, and
he desired that the discovery of the correspondence should be
most carefully concealed, lest any breath of suspicion should
attach to him. Knox, he said, was a very able and honest
officer, of great influence in the North, and of the highest
personal honour; but he was c a man of speculative and capri-
cious independency;' of c a busy speculative mind;' indiscreet,
and apt to communicate his ideas much too freely. Camden
then adds some general remarks, which, when due allowance is
made for the point of view from which he naturally wrote, are
not a little instructive. ' I know that at the beginning of the
French Eevolution there was much free and theoretic specula-
tion here, not only on general political topics, but particularly
on the state and relative situation of Ireland, and I am confident
1 Portland to Camden, March 7, 1798.